Here's a map of South Florida, Can wou find the
area where you lve on this map?

The Everglades, where [ live, are at the tip of the
map. Lofs of other animals live there oo, along
with many, many plants.

Did you know that there are thousands of kinds of
plants that grow in our area? I'm not talking about
fomatces of oranges of strawberries. Those are
things people plant. I'm falking about sewgrass
and waterlillizs and mangrove rees — planis thal
grew here long before people came.

All plants are important o (he environment.
Flants help to make the water cleanee. Plants also
make the oxygen that we all breathe
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Here are some of the plants that have
been here for thousands of years.

And all these differant kinds of plants are
impottant to the animals thal lve here,
Some plants give food to us animals that
iz in the fields and wetlands. Some planis
give us places to hide. And soma planis give
us bullding materials and places for nests.

What kinds of animals am [ lalking about?
Well. nat just us alligators, but fish and birds
and even bears and panthers.

Heses & list of some of the animals that live
in South Florida, How many of them hawve
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Do you know why I'm talking about plants and
animals In a bock about water® Well, like [ sald
before, all of ug creatures need water and plants
to live — just like people!




